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SoloWorks’ new director wants a ‘whole ecosystem of support’ for members
By Dana Martinez
Cibola County Bureau
cibola2@gallupindependent.com

GRANTS — SoloWorks Cibola appointed Shelly Fausett
the new center director Friday.
SoloWorks is a program brought to Cibola County as a
partnership between the SoloWorks Consortium and the
Cibola Communities Economic Development Foundation.
It’s aim is to kick-start the area’s economic recovery by
helping its residents prepare for and obtain jobs that can be
done remotely using an internet connection.
“We’re excited about Shelly coming on board and
helping us take SoloWorks to the next level,” said CCEDF
Executive Director Eileen Chavez-Yarborough. “Her communication and technical skills will be an invaluable asset
to help our community create and retain jobs. I invite you

to come out and meet our new director.”
“Once you’re a member of SoloWorks, you’re in for life,”
the new director said. “We want to develop a whole ecosystem of support for our members that lasts a lifetime and
can blossom into an entire community of SoloWorkers who
are proud of what they do. These aren’t just jobs. Money
from outside means more money to circulate in the community, and I can’t wait to see what that can do for Cibola
County.”
The training program leads to jobs that are sourced
out of the state, which mean that every job worked in the
program effectively grows the local economy by infusing it
with new money.
After completing training the person can apply for a position with more than 70 national employer partners. There
are also opportunities for advancement with additional
optional training, comprehensive career planning and path

support are offered on an ongoing basis.
Sarah Pena, a recent training graduate, said, “I like helping people. It’s given me a chance to help people and help
myself. It makes you feel better.”
The public can meet Fausett when the center hosts an
information session at 6 p.m. Tuesday at their office in the
New Mexico State University-Grants Joseph Fidel Activity
Center, on the second f loor.
Everyone is invited to learn more about the process.
The session will give an overview of program goals and
field any questions the community might have over light
refreshments. In addition, any interested parties have the
opportunity to start the process to become SoloWorkers
after the session.
The next training class is slated to begin Feb. 26.
Information: For an orientation video, visit www.digitalworksjobs.com.

Superintendent of Catholic schools stepping down
By Elizabeth Hardin-Burrola
Independent correspondent
religion@gallupindependent.com

GALLUP — After nearly
five years leading the Diocese
of Gallup’s school system,
the superintendent of Catholic
schools has announced she is
stepping down.
Jeanette Suter, who became
school superintendent in July
2013 – just months before the
diocese ¿led for Chapter 11
reorganization – will ¿nish the
school year and work through
June 29. Suter is leaving to become principal of St. Anthony
of Padua School in Fresno,
California, and to help care for
her ailing parents.
“It’s been a great ¿ve years,”
Suter said in an interview at the
Sacred Heart Cathedral Family
Center Monday. “I’ve really
enjoyed working with Bishop
Wall.”
Suter, along with three Catholic school principals, talked
about the challenges facing the
diocese’s schools when Suter
assumed leadership. The educators were overseeing an annual
Catholic school program where
students from ¿ve area schools
gathered for Mass with the bishop and an afternoon of group
activities centered on the theme
of “Faithful citizenship.”

Enthusiasm
and experience
“There was no communication,” Antonio Trujillo said of
the Catholic school system that
Suter inherited in 2013. “One
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Jeanette Suter, director of Catholics schools, gives instructions for an essay contest at
the Sacred Heart Cathedral Family Center in Gallup Monday. After five years with the
Diocese of Gallup, Suter will step down at the end of the school year.
of the things that we were always facing was that the right
hand didn’t know what the left
hand was doing,” he said.
Trujillo is currently the longest serving school principal in
the diocese, with seven years
leading St. Joseph School in
San Fidel. According to Trujillo, that lack of communication,
which he described as a “black
hole,” contributed to frustration, miscommunication and
low morale in the schools.
Along with her enthusiasm
and educational experience,
Trujillo said Suter “hustled”
to obtain resources and grants,
organized retreats for educators, brought in speakers,
helped four principals earn
Catholic School Leadership
certi¿cates and instituted
monthly online meetings for
principals. Trujillo said Suter
also revised and synthesized
the standards for all the
schools.
“Our wheels were spinning,
but there was no traction,”
he said, “and those standards
helped us to get traction to go
forward.”
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Leadership style
Sister Marsha Moon,
R.S.C., is in her second year
as principal of St. Anthony
School in Zuni. Although Moon
applied for a teacher position,
Suter encouraged her to become
principal because of Moon’s
20 years of experience as a
principal in an inner city school
in Los Angeles.
Moon said Suter transformed
the diocese’s Catholic schools
into a school system that’s now
viable. “Whereas before we
were nine, 10 different schools,
scattered everywhere,” she said,
“and now there’s a unity among
us.”
Moon used the term
collegiality to describe Suter’s approach to educational
leadership.
“Jeanette isn’t like an icon at
the top, she’s more like someone in the center of the circle,”
Moon said, adding that under
Suter’s leadership, the schools
became a community. “Jeanette
really is kind of the heartbeat of
the community.”
Linda Padilla, the princi-

pal of Gallup’s Sacred Heart
School, echoed Trujillo and
Moon’s assessment of Suter’s
leadership style.
“The ¿rst thing that struck
me was the complete professionalism and the support that
the principals had with Jeanette,” Padilla said.
When she was hired to be a
principal in 2015, Padilla said,
she was one of seven new administrators out of the diocese’s
11 Catholic schools.
“The turnover in principals
has stopped,” Padilla said.
“We’ve actually got a group
that has stayed for two years
and that’s huge.”
Padilla also credited Suter
with strengthening the schools’
Catholic identity and helping educators focus on their
Catholic “mission and vision.”
Prior to Suter’s arrival, Padilla
said, the schools were focused
mostly on just trying to stay
open, pay their bills and keep
the lights on.

Long-term viability
Although the diocese’s

school system is now more
stable, Suter admitted there are
ongoing, “long-term viability”
challenges. Gallup Catholic
High School closed before she
became superintendent, but
Gallup’s St. Francis Elementary
School permanently closed last
summer and the small Immaculate Conception School in
Cuba, New Mexico, is currently
closed.
Today, the diocese has 11
Catholic schools in Arizona
and New Mexico with two of
the schools being preschool
or Pre-K programs. Suter said
enrollment across the school
system has stayed consistently
around 1,330 students during
her years as superintendent.
Suter is hopeful a newly
awarded grant program will
help strengthen Catholic
schools in the diocese to ensure
their long-term viability. The
Strategic Management and Development Program, valued at
$200,000, is a four-year, onsite
consultation service being offered by the Catholic Extension
Society in partnership with
Catholic School Management,
a division of Christian Brothers
Services.
The grant program will
provide training to the diocese’s
eight Catholic schools in New
Mexico in the areas of school
board effectiveness, communication, fundraising, enrollment
and marketing.
As she prepares to leave the
diocese, Suter offered praise for
Bishop Wall’s support of Catholic students and their schools.
Suter cited an example from
her ¿rst year in the diocese,
when Wall accompanied her on
a school visit to a kindergarten
class. To Suter’s surprise, the
bishop sat on the Àoor with the
children and worked with them
on their craft project.
“I never knew another
priest, and certainly not another
bishop, that would do that,” she
said. “That, to me, just showed
me so much of how much his
heart is into Catholic education.
And you don’t ¿nd that with all
priests and even all bishops.”

Police
call log
Feb. 10
A.M.
Domestic, 614 E. Hill
Accident, N.M. 118
Accident, 650 Dani
Larceny, 836 U.S. 491
Larceny, 530 Kachina
P.M.
12:15
Accident, 314 Vega
12:18
Harassment, 1308 Metro
1:08
Assault, 631 N. 6th
1:16
Assault, 825 N. 9th
1:17
Larceny, 1650 Maloney
1:46
Harassment, 200 George
1:56
Burglary, 985 U.S. 491
2:36
Prop. damage, 3360 W. 66
3:21
Domestic, 211 Florence
4:33
Stabbing, 612 W. Wilson
4:35
Assault, 1105 E. 66
4:40
Prop. damage, 1201 E. 66
4:47
Larceny, 1300 Maloney
4:54
Domestic, 2534 E. Aztec
4:57
Child abuse, 255 Boardman
5:10
Domestic, 617 E. Princeton
5:25
Child abandon, 1742 Maloney
6:03
Child abandon, 1105 E. 66
6:07
Domestic, 3240 Sanostee
6:21
Accident, 1900 E. 66
6:25
Domestic, 107 E. Hill
6:30
Accident, 1001 U.S. 491
6:32
Accident, 801 W. 66
6:52
Larceny, 819 U.S. 491
7:23
Weapon, N.M. 602
7:44
Accident, 3380 W. 66
8:08
Fire, Burke
8:30
Narcotics, 1650 Maloney
9:12
Domestic, 709 W. Aztec
9:41
Harassment, 406 Arnold
11:13
Domestic, 304.5 Maloney
11:15
Domestic, 602 Dani
On Feb. 10, there was a total
of 68 Drunken Persons reports
and 66 Other reports.
12:27
3:36
5:29
10:36
11:38

Law
enforcement
report
Feb. 14
GALLUP — These are
the law enforcement activity logs for Wednesday
released by the McKinley
County Sheriff¶s Of¿ce and
Gallup Police Department
McKinley County
6KeUiII¶V 2I¿ce
Ŷ There was a three-vehicle crash without injuries
at U.S. Highway 491 and
South Chino Loop.
Ŷ Michael Gruber, 29,
of Gallup, was served with
two warrants while in
custody. Both are related to
charges of aggravated assault stemming from ¿ghts
in the Downtown Walkway
in Gallup.
Gallup Police
Department
Powered
by TECNAVIA
Ŷ Christopher
Morgan,
28, of Brimhall, was arrested on charges of aggravat-

