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Just 7.6 percent of households have access to high-speed
internet, according to study.

The Erie region just got a less-than-stellar grade for high-speed internet access.

And that could be stalling economic development here.

According to a just-completed study of broadband, or high-speed internet, access in
eight northwestern Pennsylvania counties, the region scored 57.9 on a scale of 100 for
overall broadband and technology readiness.

Worse, only 7.6 percent of Erie County households have access to high-speed internet,
defined as speeds of at least 100 megabits per second, or 100 Mbps.

That’s the lowest access in the region, according to the study completed in January by
the Northwest Pennsylvania Regional Planning and Development Commission and
Connected Nation, a technology organization that works to bring affordable high-
speed internet and technology to communities across the U.S.

The low grade and lower access are a big deal for more reasons than less-efficient
gaming and streaming, Jill Foys, executive director of the Northwest Commission, said
in a prepared statement.

“Comprehensive broadband connectivity is as vital to our region’s economic success as
roads and infrastructure were 50 years ago,” Foys said.

High-speed access is lacking in Erie County because providers generally don’t offer 100

Mbps service, according to study findings.

Erie County Executive Kathy Dahlkemper has been leading an effort to change that.
Dahlkemper and the county’s information technology director are meeting with
internet providers to look at ways to increase local internet access.

“We’re really lucky that we’ve been able to bring all of the players to the table to look at
how we can pull together for better access for all of our citizens,” Dahlkemper said.

The group will study findings in the Northwest Regional Commission report Tuesday,
Dahlkemper said.

Developing that kind of public-private partnership is key to making broadband
available, Meghan Keely, Northwest Commission economic development manager,
said Friday in an email interview.

Other study recommendations to improve broadband access include validating demand
for the service and forming a team to oversee and implement actions.

In the meantime, an estimated 95.1 percent of Erie County households have access to
slower internet service of at least 25 Mbps, according to the study.
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Venango County is next worst in the region for broadband access. Just under 16
percent of Venango County households have access to high-speed service.

Lawrence County leads the region in high-speed access with service available to 95.6
percent of local households.

In Crawford County, high-speed internet is available to 69.8 percent of households.

Region-wide, with data also for Clarion, Forest, Mercer and Warren counties, 35.9
percent of households have high-speed internet access.

The complete northwest Pennsylvania broadband report can be read online at
.

The study was funded in part by a federal Power Initiative grant and with support from
the Appalachian Regional Commission.

Communities that score 75 points or higher in the broadband assessment are
considered high scoring, according to Dan Manning of Connected Nation.

Valerie Myers can be reached at 878-1913 or by email. Follow her on Twitter at

twitter.com/ETNmyers.
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