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Citing the need for economic growth and competition, President Barack Obama today launched a 
national community broadband initiative which will focus various federal agencies and programs on the 
need to continually expand access to fast, high-quality broadband networks. 

President Obama outlined this initiative at a speech in Cedar Falls in Black Hawk County, Iowa, one of 
the first communities in the country to be Certified Connected as part of the Connected Nation 
Connected Community Engagement program. Cedar Falls is also one of the first communities in the 
nation to have ubiquitous fiber Gigabit connectivity and has actively participated in the development of 
the Black Hawk County Technology Action Plan. Connect Iowa Project Director David Daack represented 
Connect Iowa at today’s event, along with John Carver, superintendent of schools for the Howard-
Winneshiek Community School District in Iowa and co-chair of the Iowa STEM Advisory Council 
Broadband Committee. 

The White House broadband initiative includes several components: 

 Calling to End State Laws that Restrict Municipal Broadband Initiatives: President Obama 
announced his opposition to laws in 19 states that limit, regulate, or restrict local governments 
in building or operating broadband networks. Chattanooga, Tennessee and Wilson, North 
Carolina have filed a petition before the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) asking the 
FCC to preempt laws in those states that limit growth of municipally-owned broadband 
networks, and the President today said that his Administration would be filing formal comments 
asking the FCC to act. The FCC reportedly will schedule a vote on the Chattanooga and Wilson 
petitions at its upcoming February 26, 2015, open meeting.  

 Community Broadband Coalition and Partnership: The President today also announced that 50 
cities have joined the Next Century Cities coalition, and that he would be hosting a Community 
Broadband Summit in June 2015. 

 BroadbandUSA Technical Assistance Program. The Department of Commerce, National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), will be launching BroadbandUSA, a 
technical assistance program that will build on the broadband access and adoption programs 
funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. The NTIA will provide 
online and in-person technical assistance to communities, host regional workshops around the 
country, and publish tools that will provide communities with proven solutions to address 
problems in broadband infrastructure planning, financing, construction, and operations. As part 
of this work, the NTIA today released a Primer on Public-Private Partnerships for Broadband 
Investments. 

 USDA Broadband Loan Programs. The President announced that the Department of Agriculture 
is accepting applications to its Community Connect broadband grant program and will “revamp” 
its broadband loan program, which will offer financing to eligible rural providers that invest in 
bringing high-speed broadband to unserved and under-served rural areas. The USDA broadband 
loan program was reauthorized in the Agricultural Act of 2014, and the USDA Rural Utilities 
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Service has not been accepting applications for the program pending 
program revisions required by that legislation. 

 Formation of Federal Broadband Opportunity Council: The President will 
form a Broadband Opportunity Council, consisting of representatives of over 
a dozen federal agencies, that will be charged with taking action to remove 
unnecessary regulation, federal policy barriers, and take other actions to 
speed up broadband deployment. 

Further details on these initiatives will be available over the coming weeks. 

In addition to the President’s speech, the Administration released a number of additional resources 
today, including: 

 Community-Based Broadband Solutions, written by the National Economic Council and Council 

on Economic Advisors, Executive Office of the President. 

 Final Report: Social and Economic Impact of the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 

prepared by ASR Analytics and released by the NTIA. 

 Community Broadband Initiative Fact Sheet released by White House. 

 Broadband Initiative preview video released by White House. 

 Statement of Assistant Secretary of Commerce Lawrence J. Strickling on formation of 

BroadbandUSA technical assistance initiative 

 BroadbandUSA: An Introduction to Effective Public-Private Partnerships for Broadband 

Investments, NTIA 

 Webcast of President’s Speech in Cedar Falls, Iowa (January 14, 2015) 

The President’s visit to Iowa comes on the heels of Iowa Governor Terry Branstad’s Condition of the 
State Address, which was presented to the Iowa State Legislature on Tuesday, January 13, 2015. In his 
Condition of the State speech, Governor Branstad outlined the “Connect Every Acre” initiative, a 
broadband policy proposal for which he is seeking bipartisan support in the 2015 legislative session. 

Connect Every Acre is designed to ensure rural broadband availability in Iowa through several measures 
designed to incentivize broadband access, adoption, and use. Read more about Connect Every Acre in a 
white paper released by the Governor’s office. 
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For more information about broadband policy developments please contact Connected Nation at 
policy@connectednation.org.  
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