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The USDA’s Rural Utilities Service (RUS) recently announced details of its Fiscal Year 2014 Community Connect 

Grant Program, with a Notice of Funds Availability (NOFA) providing instructions on how interested grant 

applicants can pursue this broadband deployment funding. A total of $13 million in grant funding is available to 

expand broadband service to rural communities.   

As outlined in the NOFA, the Community Connect program’s purpose is “to provide financial assistance in the 

form of grants to eligible applicants that will provide currently unserved areas, on a ‘community-oriented 

connectivity’ basis, with broadband service that fosters economic growth and delivers enhanced education, 

health care, and public safety services.” The concept of “community-oriented connectivity” is defined by the 

USDA as a project that stimulates practical uses of high-speed Internet by working to deploy new services in 

rural areas to improve education, healthcare, and economic development. Priority will be given to applicants in 

areas that have the greatest need for service.  

Applicants will be scored competitively on how the project addresses issues in the areas of economic 

characteristics, educational challenges, healthcare needs, public safety issues, and small area income and 

poverty estimates. Additionally, the project’s planning, development, and support by local residents, 

institutions, and Critical Community Facilities will be taken into account along with the level of expertise and 

past successes of operating broadband systems. Special consideration will be given to applicants looking to 

expand service in trust areas or tribal jurisdictional areas.  

Funding Purposes 
Of the $13 million available, applicants may apply for non-renewable grants ranging from a minimum award of 

$100,000 to a maximum award of $3,000,0000. Awardees may use the funds to finance the following: 

 The construction, acquisition, or leasing of facilities, including spectrum, land or buildings, used to 

deploy service at the Broadband Grant Speed (defined as broadband of no less than 5 Mbps download 

plus upload speeds) to all residential and business customers located within the grant application’s 

Proposed Funded Service Area (PFSA) and all participating Critical Community Facilities, including 

funding for up to 10 Computer Access Points to be used in a local Community Center. Buildings 

constructed with grant funds must reside on property owned by the awardee. Leasing costs will only be 

covered through the “advance of funds period” included in the award documents; 

 The improvement, expansion, construction, or acquisition of a Community Center and provision of 

Computer Access Points. Grant funds for the Community Center will be limited to 10% of the requested 

grant amount. If a community center is constructed with grant funds, the center must reside on 

property owned by the awardee; 

 The cost of providing the necessary bandwidth for service free of charge to the Critical Community 

Facilities for 2 years. 

http://www.connectednation.org/
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/utilities_lp.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/utp_commconnect.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/utp_commconnect.html
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-05-22/pdf/2014-11704.pdf
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Applicant Eligibility  
Eligible entities for applications include:  

 Incorporated organizations; 

 Indian Tribes or Tribal Organizations, as defined in 25 U.S.C. 450b(e); 

 State or local units of government; or  

 Cooperatives, private corporations or limited liability companies organized on a for-profit or not-for-

profit basis. 

In addition, applicants must have the legal capacity and authority to own and operate the broadband facilities as 

proposed in the application submitted and must have an active registration with the System for Award 

Management (SAM) and a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number with Dun and Bradstreet.  

A minimum 15% matching contribution of the total amount of USDA funding requested must be met by those 

looking to apply for the Community Connect Grant.  

Project Eligibility  

In order for a project to be eligible, projects must:  

 Serve a Proposed Funding Service Area where broadband does not currently exist at a service level of 3 

Mbps download plus upload speed (areas to be verified by RUS prior to grant award); 

 Offer 5 Mbps download plus upload service combined to all Critical Community Facilities located within 

the proposed service areas free of charge; 

 Offer 5 Mbps download plus upload combined service to all residential and business customers within 

the proposed service area; 

 Provide a Community Center with at least two Computer Access Points and wireless access at 5 Mbps, 

free of charge, to all users for at least 2 years; and  

 Not overlap with the service area of current RUS borrowers and grantees.  

How to Apply 

Applications may be submitted by paper or online at www.grants.gov. For information on how to apply, please 

visit the USDA’s Application Guide, a related informational PowerPoint slide deck on the FY2014 Community 

Connect Grant Program, and a FAQ document on the program provided by USDA.  

Applications must be submitted by July 7, 2014, to be considered for funding for the FY2014 grant cycle. 

Connected Nation Support 

Connected Nation’s experienced mapping, engineering, research, and policy team can offer support to those 

looking to apply. Available assistance includes determination of eligibility, application and project assistance and 

guidance, and community information and contacts for possible project supporters.  

-------- 

For more information, please contact Connected Nation at policy@connectednation.org. 
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