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Today, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) voted 3-2 during an Open Meeting to open a rulemaking 
process  to  establish  regulations  through  which  the  Commission  can  guarantee  an  “Open  Internet,”  also  known  
as  “Net  Neutrality.”  This Notice of Proposed Rulemaking follows a proposed framework in February 2014 by FCC 
Chairman Tom Wheeler for new Open Internet rules, and is a direct result of a January 2014 judicial decision 
(Verizon v. FCC) that set aside an FCC net neutrality order that had been adopted in 2010. In  reversing  the  FCC’s  
2010 network neutrality  rules,  the  court  opinion  outlined  the  FCC’s  legal  authority  to  put  such  rules  in  place. 

The action today proposes a set of rules and alternatives (called a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, or NPRM) 
that  largely  follow  the  Chairman’s  February 2014 framework. Wheeler and Democratic FCC Commissioners 
Mignon Clyburn and Jessica Rosenworcel voted to approve the NPRM, while Republican Commissioners Ajit Pai 
and  Michael  O’Rielly  voted  against  it.  The vote today followed a contentious and high-profile discussion of 
Chairman  Wheeler’s  framework  in  the  U.S.  Congress,  advocacy  groups,  broadband  providers,  and  the  public-at-
large.  

Today’s  vote  starts  a  four-month public comment period on these proposals. At this stage, the rules are not 
finalized, and while there was dissent and discussion among the Commissioners today, they were all unanimous 
in stating that they want a vigorous public debate on the proposals.  The  FCC’s  meeting  today  was  interrupted  
twice by demonstrators who had camped outside the agency offices yesterday. 

In addition to the full text of the proposals, the FCC today released a Fact Sheet summarizing its proposed 
approach. Among the proposals that the FCC is asking for public comment on are: 

- The merits of FCC regulation of broadband service terms and conditions, including network neutrality 
rules, through either Section 706 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 or Title II of the 
Communications Act of 1934; 

- Measures designed to ensure consumer access to robust broadband service; 
- Whether paid prioritization or paid peering agreements between Internet content and broadband 

providers should be prohibited or permitted; 
- Transparency and disclosure rules designed to help consumers have information about broadband 

provider practices and performance; 
- Creation of an Ombudsman office in the FCC whose charge would be to assist in policing and enforcing 

network neutrality principles; 
- Methods to protect broadband consumers (residential and business) from violations of network 

neutrality issues; 
- Comment on whether the Digital Divide between urban and rural areas, as well as broadband 

technology  adoption  trends,  should  impact  the  FCC’s  network  neutrality  policies. 

Because it is expecting a robust record from the citizenry, the FCC has also created a dedicated e-mail inbox for 
the Open Internet proceeding. The FCC invited the public to share its views and comments on this issue by 
sending them to openinternet@fcc.gov. It is important to note that any comments submitted through that e-
mail address will be part of the official record of the FCC proceeding and will be made publicly available, 
including the names and addresses of filers.  

http://www.fcc.gov/
http://www.fcc.gov/events/open-commission-meeting-may-2014
http://www.cadc.uscourts.gov/internet/opinions.nsf/3AF8B4D938CDEEA685257C6000532062/$file/11-1355-1474943.pdf
http://www.fcc.gov/document/statement-fcc-chairman-tom-wheeler-fccs-open-internet-rules
http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-14-61A1.pdf
http://www.fcc.gov/document/fact-sheet-protecting-and-promoting-open-internet
mailto:openinternet@fcc.gov
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Connected Nation is focused on promoting and advancing the access, adoption, and use 
of broadband service, and we will be closely following this proceeding and providing 
input to the FCC on many of the questions raised, particularly as they relate to 
disadvantaged populations. For more information on this and other broadband policy 
topics, please feel free to contact us at policy@connectednation.org. 
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