
Congress saw two relevant pieces of broadband-focused legislation introduced last 
week, showing that the expansion of rural broadband remains a priority of legislators 
on both sides of the aisle. As Connected Nation has seen firsthand in our 
communities, expanding broadband to rural America is a vital building block to an 
area’s economic development and educational opportunities. CN believes that 
legislation which aims to bring the topic of broadband access further to the public 
stage is a worthwhile endeavor by our 115th Congress.  
 
Gigabit Opportunity Act (GO Act) – House Bill  
The House companion to Senator Capito’s (R-WV) GO Act was introduced this week 
by Representative Collins (R-GA). The legislation would aim to encourage broadband 
development in rural and economically disadvantaged areas. As stated in 
Representative Collins’ press release, the GO Act “would incentivize private 
investment in rural broadband by allowing companies to defer certain capital gains 
taxes when they convert those gains to long-term investments in broadband 
infrastructure within state-designated ‘Gigabit Opportunity Zones.’ While many rural 
and low-income areas lack access or are limited to a single provider, this bill would 
also encourage market competition by enabling companies expanding infrastructure 
in Gigabit Opportunity Zones to expense the cost of any gigabit-capable equipment 
on the front end.” 
 
FCC Chairman Pai has expressed support for the legislation stating that the GO Act 
would “create targeted tax incentives and streamline regulations in order to remove 
some of the barriers that hold back high-speed Internet access in too many 
communities.” 
 
Rural Broadband Deployment Streamlining Act 
The Rural Broadband Deployment Act, introduced by Senator Manchin (D-WV) and 
Senator Heller (R-NV) this week, aims to ensure that efforts to deploy broadband 
infrastructure are expedited by streamlining the application process required to 
construct broadband infrastructure on federal lands. According to a press release by 
Senator Manchin’s office, the bill would “expedite broadband infrastructure 
deployment necessary to expand broadband access in rural America; require federal 
agencies to establish regulations that reflect a streamlined, consistent, and 
standardized process for application review; and ensure that the broadband data 
collected for the National Broadband Map is robust and reliable by requiring the 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) to examine the accuracy of this data.” 
 
Senator Heller’s office further explains that the legislation, in examining the National 
Broadband Map, would look at how the data is relied upon to award grants for 
broadband expansion in rural areas. 
 
Connected Nation remains committed to advocating for ubiquitous access, adoption, 
and use of broadband and for the collection of quality broadband data and mapping. 
For more information, please contact lconrad@connectednation.org.  
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